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Fromthe YOUth Pastor, chris Lenhart

Sharing Christ in 2010

SHARING THE STORY OF JESUS
IN THE CHANGING TIDES OF CULTURE

While the story of Jesus is unchanging, the climate in
which it is shared is ever incongruent. The believer is
sure to face challenges as our communities become
more diverse'in every possible realm. What are the
challenges? How do we face those challenges so that
we can effectively share the gospel of Jesus Christ with
all people in all places at all times? We will examine two
prominent challenges that present themselves to
believers today as they seek to share their faith with
others.

CHALLENGE #1: A MAJOR CHANGE IN SOCIETY

We are living in a fully postmodern culture now, and for
the believer, it is necessary to understand/ what exactly
that means so that we may be | effective in
communicating to the 'culture. What challenges do
postmodernism bring to us? Elmer Towns, does a
magnificent job, grasping the essence of postmodernism
in his contribution to the Popular Encyclopedia of

January 8:00 AM Service

January 9:30 AM Service
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Apologetics, he asserts, “To try to understand

Post modernity, we must observe the shift from
modernity to post modernity:

. relationship over task

. journey over destination

. authenticity over excellence
. experience over proposition
° mystery over solution

o diversity over uniformity

Therefore we must understand what there is in post
modernity that reacts to modernism.”™ Millard Erickson
adds in his work, Post modernizing the Faith:
Evangelical Responses to the Challenge of
Postmodernism, a few more observations of the
postmodern mentality, “the denial of personal objectivity,
the uncertainty of knowledge, the death of any all-
inclusive explanation, the denial of the inherent
goodness of knowledge, the rejection of progress, the
supremacy of community-based knowledge, and the
disbelief in objective inquiry.”? —{(Continued on page 2)

l Ergun Caner and Ed Hindson, eds., The Popular Encyclopedia of
Apologetics (Eugene: Harvest House, 2008), s.v. “Postmodernism.”

1[2]

Millard Erickson, Post modernizing the Faith(Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 1998)

January 11:00 AM Service

01/03 Herb & Laurie Bailey
01/10 Sandy & Gillian Glackin
01/17 Leah & Roy Kimes
01/24 Bill & Mary Lou Neidig
01/31 Edna & Tony Lombardi

01/03 Jim & Linda Kreider

01/10 Jim Drumm & Bob Graham
01/17 Ray & Joyce Wimer

01/24 Ken & Julie Walton

01/31 Randy & Donna Soders

01/03 John & Joan Dyson
01/10 Ricci & Ginger Borcky
01/17 Jim & Cindy Blevins
01/24 Larry & MaryAnn Marchesani
01/31 Steve & Patti Foley

Mission Statement: To Know Jesus, To Grow Jesus, To Go in His Name. (Know, Grow, and Go). Identification Verse: Rev. 3:20.
Vision Statement: To equip and empower the people of Wesley for care and nurturing within our church and

for outreach to the people of our community through everyday circles of family, co-workers, and acquaintances.
Identification Statement: That all we do may be of God. That our service will be produced by our Faith in God, our labor
will be prompted by His Love in us through the Holy Spirit, and our endurance will be inspired by Hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Fromthe Y OUth Pastor, chris Lenhart

(Continued from page 1)

These truths about post modernity present some
interesting challenges to the believer desiring to share
his or her faith in this society. We must be prepared to
answer questions regarding the authority of the
Scriptures, the historicity of the Scriptures and the
reliability of the Scriptures. How can we tell the story of
Jesus to a suspicious culture, if we can’'t defend the
book from whence it comes? We must help our
communities understand that even in a culture and
climate of change there are some things that never
change.

CHALLENGE #2: A CHANGE IN CULTURAL DIVERSITY

As America truly has become the “melting pot” so have
our communities become more diverse; not just in
ethnicity, but in the areas of religion and faith as well.
We must continue to be sensitive to those living in our
neighborhoods that are lost and living in the grips of the
many false religions present in our world. How do we
reach the Hindu with the gospel? How do we reach the
Muslim? How about the Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness?
How do we proclaim the gospel to the agnostic or
atheist? The believer must be prepared to share the
gospel amidst a multitude of other beliefs, traditions and
opinions.

If we are to be able to share our faith with people of
other religions and worldviews, it is extremely important
that we have a solid understanding of what we believe.
Peter calls believer’s to be prepared to give an answer
for the hope that they have (1 Peter 3:15).

CONCLUSIONS

Most importantly, we must seek to show all people the
same unconditional love which Christ showed us. This
means, we must be in the business of building genuine
and authentic relationships with people of other beliefs
and religions. We must seek ways to meet their needs
as their co-workers, neighbors, friends and family
members. The love of Christ shown through authentic
relationships with others transcends time and culture,
and we will be powerful and effective witnesses if we
simply love others as He has loved us (1 John 4).

January Nursery Schedule

Jan. 9:30 AM Service Jan. 11:00 AM Service

01/03 Wagner’s TBA
01/10 Wagner’s TBA
01/17 Wagner’s TBA
01/24 Wagner’s TBA

01/31 Wagner’s TBA

United Methodist WWomen

James 2:14-1 7 “ Wha't good is it
man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to
hi m, ‘' Go, | wish you well;
but does nothing about his physical needs, what
good is it?
The Wesley United Methodist Women’s Group has been
around for a long, long time. Originally it was called The
Ladies Aid Society. They met at the member’'s homes. It
was a small group because at that time Wesley was a
small congregation. The women would meet in one room
of the house and the men would meet in another to discuss
the business of the Church. Since most families had only
one car back then, the whole family, husband, wife and
children would come together. It was like one large family.

The ladies had a “traveling box” and each person would
bring an item like a box of Jello, jellies or something else to
sell. Others would buy the items and that money was used
for Sunshine (help for shut ins), or wherever else was
needed. The ladies also took up a collection and had food
stands at sales to make money. Back then if they made
$50-$100, that was really good. Sometimes, they didn’t
even make $50.00. The Ladies Aid Society helped pay the
preacher’s salary and the church sexton, who took care of
the church building and grounds. If there was any money
left over it was used to help anyone in need.

The Methodist Conference changed their name from
Ladies Aid Society to Women’s Society of Christian
Service, and later to Wesley United Methodist Women
which it is called today. Their focus has always been
serving the needs of others. Below is a list of some of
things they have done in the past year alone. They paid
rent, and water bills for several months for a family who’s
husband had cancer and could not work. Gave money to
organizations in memory of loved ones who passed away.
Served food at funeral services for families who attend
Wesley. Gave Bibles to the graduates. Prepared and
delivered meals to families in need throughout the year.
They donated and delivered items to the food bank each
month. Gave Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving gifts, as
well as flowers to shut ins. Sent sympathy cards and get
well cards to people in the church. Collected and delivered
clothing for Ingathering. Collected the Thank Offering and
donated it to two shelters for abused Women. Collected
mittens and gloves for the CAP children. Gave Mother's
Day and Father’s Day gifts to the congregation. Made and
served the noon meal on Wesley day at Rawlinsville Camp
and donated vegetable soup for Fall Fest. Sent 24
Christmas gifts to Conestoga View residents. They have
also sponsored a Compassion Child since 1961!

The Wesley United Methodist Women’s group has served
our Church and community for generations. Their focus is
and always has been helping the poor and needy. If you
have an interest in serving in this way, they invite you to
join them. They meet the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7PM
beginning in February.
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Wesley Kids Club, for all children
Ages 3 years to 5™ Grade

Come out to Kid's Club GAME NIGHT at
Wesley on January 10th from 4:00 to 6:00pm.

We will begin with a Bible lesson, play
some games and end the evening with
fellowship and hoagies. This will be a
fun evening for families to play together.

Please sign up your family on the yellow sheet
in the church lobby on the first bulletin board.

For questions please contact Jayne Zook 717-
529-3050 or Sue Sumner 610-932-3341.

WESLEY PRAYER CHAIN

To request prayer or if you want to minister
to others by participating in the prayer chain. . .

Call Nancy Boyce: 717-786-3663.

From Project Hati

A letter from Edmond Kensley, our LDP Student in Haiti
Dear Wesley UM Church,

| am so delighted to greet you in the very precious name
of the Almighty God. | am writing to express my
gratitude to your support. | have completed a wonderful
academic year and got some good grades to meet the
requirements of the LDP program.

| have been well in the LDP program and | have learned
a lot. It really is an awesome program. We have gone
out and visited some Project centers and | have
attended seminars and meetings. Our annual retreat
has taken place this year in Haiti in a region called Les
Cayes. It was such a great event and we were offered
a fantastic and rich program. We have learned so much
as future Christian leaders.

| am doing well in church and | am part of a committee in
charge of children's ministries and | am responsible for
cultural activities for the children. Tell me, how is your
church doing? | want to greet each one of them in a
very special and elegant manner and in the name of our
living God. My very warm greetings to the lead Pastor
and to all the different leaders. My dear brothers and
sisters in Christ, | want to let you know that | love you so
much and you mean | lot to me. | will pray for you that
God can bless you richly in all you do and | do count on
your prayers as well. God bless you!

Many thanks to all contribute to Project Haiti so we
can help Edmond, Children in Need, and Mercy &
Sharing.

Missions Committee, 6y Rickand Jean Ross

The Missions Ministry - Supporting your Outreach in 2010

Several weeks ago we were asked during a sermon, if we had a bucket list? This, Blake explained, was goals
or tasks we wanted to accomplish as followers of Jesus. This is a good question. How often do our goals for
a year include Christian related items? Give it some thought and if one of your goals requires monetary
support - please ask a member of the missions committee or staff for help. Below are some ways that are
already in place that can help you and your family.

1) You or a member of your family attend a church camp. We would love to encourage you with a $100
grant to support this. Check out Black Rock Retreat's web site at www.brr.org. Take note, this is a popular
place and will fill up quick.

2) Be a part of the youth mission's trip. Time is running out to sign up for 2010 - contact Randy Snyder for
details. We support youth and adults that go on this event by covering much of the costs.

3) Come up with an idea, and support a mission outreach of your own for a week or so. Over the last few
years the church has supported people that have gone to Haiti, Mexico, Central America, and New
Orleans. | am quite sure all that participated were blessed by there experiences.


http://www.brr.org/

=+xJanuary Calendar of Opportunity*** Monthly Newsletter Deadline
Every Sunday | Jr. High Youth Group 6-7pm
Every Sunday | Morning Worship Services at Wesley | 8 9:30,11am o Limit articles to 200 words and submit to Regi Chandler
Every Sunday | Sunday School for 2 yrs. thru 3rd Grade 1lam via the church office or by email to: IKenFish@aol.com
Every Sunday | Sunday School for all ages 9:30am
Jan. 10th Wesley Kids Club 4-6pm .

- - - + No email attachments please
Every Sunday Evening Worship Service 6pm
1st & 3rd Mon. | Teen MOPS — Meeting at Wesley Church 7pm )
2nd Monday SPRC Meeting 7pm February Newsletter Deadline: Thurs., January 14
3rd Monday Worship Committee Meeting 7pm
3rd Monday Finance Committee Meeting 8pm
Every Tuesday Power Hour of Prayer 7pm
4th Tuesday United Methodist Women Meeting 7pm
Every Wed. Sr. High Youth Group 6:30pm d ] 15 99
Every Wed. Voices of Wesley 7pm FOO B Item Ofthe Month
Thursdays Men’s Group at the Deibler's home 6:30pm
1st Thursday | Trustee Meeting 7pm 15 o0z. Cans of Yams are requested of Wesley for
Every Thursday | Praise & Worship Team — Practice 7pm January. Thanks for remembering those in need.
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